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A SERMON. 
BY MENZIES RAYNER. 

*“ And these shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment; but the righteous into life eternal.—Matthew 
xxv. 46. 

Our attention has already been employed in | 
two discourses upon this important subject. 
The first was principally occupied in showing, | 
by arguments founded on scripture and reason, | 
the utter inconsistency, and inadmissibility of | 
the doctrine of future and endless punishment, | 
which has been generally supposed to be con- 
tained in the text. In the second, a careful ex- 
amination was had of part of the 23d chapter 
of Matthew; the whole of the 24th, and the | 
%th, to the close of the 4th parable, that of 
the talents ; immediately after which, follows 
the remarkable one of the sheep and the goats. 
It appears unaccountable, and very unreasona- 
ble, to suppose that our Saviour was all along | 
before, speaking in reference to the destruction | 
of Jerusalem ; warning his disciples of that | 
approaching and awful calamity, and pressing | 
upon them the necessity of being constantly | 
on their guard, lest that day should come upon 
them unawares—lest they should be unexpect- | 
edly surprised by this coming of the son of man ; 
and yet, to suppose that in the close of this pri- 
tate discourse with his disciples, he, without 
giving the least intimation of it, suddenly 
changes the subject of his admonitions and 
counsels ; gives an exhibition of events which 
were to take place in another world, and shifts 
the scene from time to eternity. Such a sup- 
position, it must be allowed, is most unreason- 
able, and ought not to be admitted, if it can be 
fairly and consistently avoided. Dr. Clark, 
who allows that all the preceding events de- 
scribed by our Saviour, with all their cireum- 
stances, illustrations, and consequences, were 
of a temporal nature, and had their application 
in this world—still says, without attempting to 
assign any reason for it, that this last parable 
isto be understood, as referring to the final 
judgement of the world. After citing the 31st 
verse, which says, ** When the Son of man 
shall come. in his glory,” &c. he asserts, that 
“this must be understood of Christ’s coming at 
the last day, to judge mankind : though, (says 
¢,) all the preceding part of the chapter may | 
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| lem.” 


be applied (also) to the destruction of Jerusa- 
Now if all the preceding part of this 
chapter, as well as the whole of the 24th is a 
continued discourse of our Saviour, confessed- 
ly upon one and the ‘same subject ; and.if he 
gives no intimation of any change in the sub- 
ject, why must this last part be understood as 
appertaining to the judgement of the last day ? 


| Our Saviour says no such thing ; and the com- 


mentator gives not a single reason for this sup- 
posed transition. And mere human assertions, 
however positive, without evidence, are enti- 
tled to but Jittle weight. But perhaps the ex- 
pressions here used by Christ are so different 
from those before employed by him, that they 
warrant this difference in their reference and 
application. Let this then be carefully enquir- 
ed into. The paragraph begins by saying, 
*¢ When the Son of man shall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he 
sit upon the throne of his glory.” This is very 
similar to the language employed, where it is 
acknowledged to refer to the destruction of Je- 
rusalem, For instance. “ The powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken ; and thea shall appear 
the sign of the Son of man in heaven: And 
then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn ; 
when they shall see the Son of man coming in 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glo- 
ry.” This is as majestick a description as the 
one above, except that the Son of man is not 
here said to be attended by angels. But in an- 
other place, alluding to the same event, even 
this circumstance is not wanting. It is Mat- 
thew 16th and 27th. “ For the Son of man 
shall come in the glory of the Father with his 
angels ; and then he shall reward every man 
according to his works.” And then to show 
beyond all conjecture, its intended application 
to events which were to take place in this 
world, and at no distant period ; our Saviour 
immediately adds, “ Verily I say unto you, 
there be some standing here which shall not 
taste of death, till they see the Son of man com-: 
ing in his kingdom.” There is a passage in 
Isaiah, bold and lofty almost without an exam- 
ple, which may properly be introduced here, 
It is in the 6th chapter of his prophesy, as fol- 
lows: “ I saw the Lord, sitting upon a throne, 
high and lifted up, and his train filled the tem- 
ple. Above it stood the Seraphim ; each one 
had six wings ; with twain he covered his face ; 
end with twain he covered his feet, and with 
twain did he fly. And one cried unto another, 
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and said, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts ; 

the whole earth is full of his glory. And the 

posts of the door moved at the voice of him that 

cried, and the house was filled with smoke.—I 

also heard the voice of the Lord, saying—whom 

shall I send ; and who will go ‘for us? then 

said I, here am I, send me ; and he said go and 

tell this people. Hear ye indeed, but under- 

stand not ; and see ye indeed but perceive not : 

make the heart of this people fat, and make 

their ears heavy, and shut their eyes, &c.— 

Then said I, Lord, how long ? and he answer- 

ed, until the cities be wasted without inhabi- 
tant; and the houses without man, and the 

Lord have removed men far away, and there 

be a great forsaking in the land,” &c. We 

could hardly fail to discover the true applica- 
tion of this prophecy, even if we had no par- 
ticular guide to it; but it is remarkable that 
our Saviour refers to this very passage in Isai- 
ah, and applies it to the Jews, in allusion to 
their approaching calamities. ‘ Therefore,” 
says he, “‘ speak I to them :n parables, because 
they, seeing, see not, and hearing they hear 
not, neither do they understand: And in them 
is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, 
By hearing ye shall hear and not ‘understand ; 
and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive ; for 
this people’s heart is waxed gross ; and their 
ears are dull of hearing,” &c. He then ex- 
hibits in parables, especially that of the tares 
of the field, and that of the net cast into the 
sea, their approaching destruction. All this is 
in the 14th chapter of Matthew ; a comparison 
of which with the 6th chapter of Isaiah, makes 
it very evident that the events which are pro- 
phetically described by seeing the Lord sitting 
upon a throne, high and lifted up, with his 
train filling the temple, and the seraphims 
about him, are the same with those represent- 
ed in the New Testament by the end of the 
world; the coming of the Son of man with his 
angels, and his sitting on the throne of his glo- 
ry, and that they have all long since, had their 
accomplishment in the Jewish nation, the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, and the events and cir- 
cumstances connected with it. 

But it is said, in the passage, connected with 
the text, that at this coming of the Son of man, 
when he shall sit upon the throne of his glory, 
“‘ before him shall be gathered all nations, and 
he shall separate them one from another, as a 
shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats ; 
and he shall set the sheep on his right hand, 
but the goats on the left,” &c. And in the 
sequel, it is said, that the latter shall go away 
into everlasting punishment, but the former 
into life eternal. This is commonly supposed 
to be a representation of the proceedings which 
will be had at the end or destruction of this 
material world, called the general judgement. 
Here let it be noticed, that an important posi- 
tion is commonly assumed as matter of fact— 
namely, that there will be a general judgement 


after death ; when the whole human race shal! 
at once, be assembled together ; shall be sum- 
moned to appear, it is asserted, before the dread 
tribunal of Jehovah, to give a strict account of 
their conduct in this world, «nd accordingly be 
rewarded or punished eternally. The most 
particular, and terrifick descriptions are fre- 
quently given of the proceedings and events of 
that great day. And to doubt its certainty as 
thus specifically delineated, is considered as the 
height of presumption, and an evidence of the 
most hopeless infidelity. This general judge- 
ment, it is confidently stated, is to take place on 
the day of the general resurrection ; in the 
morning of which, it is said the trumpet, the 
last trumpet will be sounded, its voice penetre- 
ting through the extended earth and sea, pro- 
claiming, like ten thousand thunders, awake ye 
dead and come to judgement. That all, both 
the willing and the unwilling, sha!l be compell- 
ed to hear ii, and repair to the judgement seat, 
the awtul bar of their Almighity maker. and 
judge, then and there to meet their last trial, 
and receive their final sentence, not.according 
to his former infinite mercy, compassion, and 
benevolence ; but, (as if an entire change had 
taken place in his views, and in his disposition,) 
according to the laws of inflexible justice, and 
unrelenting severity ; confering infinite happi- 
ness upon a part, and dooming the rest to end- 
less misery, according to the just deserts of 
each. Now to this view of a future judgement, 
there are, it is believed insurmountable objec- 
tions, founded in reason, and in express war- 
rants of scripture. First, because it intimates, 
either that the final destinies of mankind have 
not been previously determined with certainty, 
or else that the Almighty is determined to make 
a pompous display of his power and justice, 
without affecting any radica! change, and which 
can answer no conceivable, or worthy purpose. 
For, be it remembered, it is the common opin- 
ion, that the eternal state of every man is im- 
mutably determined at death ; hence the com- 
mon remark, destitute however of any scripture 
authority, that “ as death leaves us, judgement 
will find us.” But if so, where is the neces- 
sity or propriety of this future judgement, this 
great day of accounts; of final trial, and defi- 
nitive sentence ? As if possibly through ignor- 
ance, or want of proper care, there may have 
been some irregularity or incorrectness in the 
former proceedings ; in consequence of which, 
some may have been received to heaven, who 
ought to have gone to heli, whilst others may 
have been sent to the latter place, who should 
have been admitted to the former ; and if 59, 
that upon thorough examination, in this day o 
final settlement, such mistakes may. be rectified. 
To me, there is an utter absurdity in the idea, 
that the eternal states of men are determine 
at death, at which moment they are receive 
to a state of happiness, or doomed to the abodes 





of misery—and that perhaps thousands of yea!, 
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or millions of ages afterwards, they are to be 
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The scriptures do often, in reference to man- 





called to taeir trial, to give an account of their | kind, speak of judgement—the judgement—the 
conduct in this world, and to be rewarded or | duy of Judgement—the judgement seat, &e.— 


punished accordingly. This contradicts every 
reasonable idea of propriety, and of equity, 
which always supposes the trial to precede the 
determination oi a case. 





But that they do in any place declare or imply 
that there shali be a genera! judgement after 
death, which shall determine the endless hap- 


Is it rational to ima- | piness of some, and the perpetual misery of 


gine, that after a person has suficred ages of ; others, is not admitted. The only passage 
exquisite toriuent, he is then to be summoned | which expressly mentions a judgement after 


befure a trbunal to have that very conduct in- 
vestizated, upon which those suflerings were 
predicated : Another objection to such a future 
judgemeut is, that it represcats the eternal des- 
tinies of maukiad as uncertain, and depending 
on their contingent actions in this momentary 
state of existence : and consequently that the 
Almighty has no fixed and certain purpose con- 
cerumg them, wiiich is not liable to be trustra- 
ted. ut this is directly opposed to many ex- 
press declarations of scripture, which, in refer- 
ence to mankind, speak of God’s eternal pur- 
pose, and the immutability of his counsel ; of 
working all things aiter the counsel of his own 
will ; and which declare that he will do all his 
plea: uice. 

Furtuermore : if to admit the idea that the 
condition of every, or of any individual of the 
humen race, was uncertuin with the Creator, 
and is not known to him, would be to call in 
question his imfinite knowiedge, how can it 
be reconciled with infinite goodness and bene- 
volen’«, that he should bring millions of beings 
into existence, knowing that they would be 
endlessly miserable ? Known unto God, says 
the Apostle, are all his works from the begin- 
ning of the world. Hence we infer with cer- 
taiuty, that knowing as well the future and ul- 
timate condition of mankind, as their various 
circumstances in this life, he must also have 
known consistently with his infinite benevo- 
lence, that the being, or existence which he 
determined to give, would, on the whole be de- 
sirable and happy, aud that no contingencies 
should prevent it. 

Another important objection to a future judg- 
ment, such as has been commonly described is, 
that it represents eternal life and felicity, as 
well as endless misery in a future state as de- 
pending on the doings of men in this world.— 
And if so, then salvation, even eternal salvation 
is of works, which the Apostle peremptorily de- 
nies. “ For by grace are ye saved, through 
faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift 
ef God, not of works, lest any man should 
boast.” “ The gift of God is eternal life.” 
“ Where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound ; that as sin hath reigned unto death, 
even so might grace reign, through righteous- 
hess unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” Such, and many more are the objec- 
tions, founded, it is believed, in scripture, as 
well «3 reason, to the doctrine of a future 
judgement, such as has been commonly incul- 
gated and received. 


‘ 





death, or rather, the judgement, is in the 9th of 
Hebrews ; but the connection in which it is 
found, cicarly shows that the death there men- 
tioned, is to be understood figuratively, in re- 
ference to the office of the priesthood under the 
law, and that the judgement there declared, is 
to be taken in a good sense, as indicating the 
greater excellence, and the superiour advan- 
tages of the Priesthood of Christ, in bearing 
the sins of the many ; and in his appearing the 
second time to those who look for him, without 
sin unio salvation. ‘ihe most prominent pas- 
sage brought to prove a judgement, and rewards 
and punishments after death, is that in the 5th 
of the 2d Corinthians. ‘ For we must all ap- 
pear before the judgement seat of Christ, that 
every one may receive the things done in his 
body, according to that he hath done, whether 
:t be good or bad. But in this passage it should 
be caretully noted, that there are supplied words 
which are not in the original, and which are 
here very improperly supplied, because they 
materially alter the sense. Without these ad- 
ditional words, the passage would read thus: 
For we must all appear before the judgement 
seat of Christ, that every one may receive the 
things in body, according to that he hath done, 
&c. This evidently confines the judgement 
spoken of to the present life, during a continu- 
ance in the body. It is the received opinion, 
as was before remarked, that the general judge- 
ment is to be immediately preceded by. the 
general resurrection. To the important doe- 
trine of the resurrection, we fully subgeribe, and 
believe that it will be general or universal.— 
We agree also, that this glorious morning will 
be ushered in with a shout ; but that it will be 
the shout of victory and‘of triumph, like that 
represented at laying the corner stone of crea- 
tion ; when the morning stars sang together, 
aud all the sons of God shouted for joy. The 
last trumpet also shall sound, but it will be the 
trumpet of a general jubilee, proclaiming an 
everlasting emancipation from sin, misery, and 
death. Let me cite you a couple of passages, 
and they are the only ones which describe the 
resurrection in-these terms of splendid imagery. 
The first is in the 4th, chapter of the Ist of 
Thessalonians. ‘ 1 would not have you ignor- 
ant brethren concerning them which are asleep, 
that ye sorrow not, even as others which have 
no hope ; for if ye believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also which sleep in Je- 
sus will God bring with him. For this we say 
unto you by the word of the Lord, that we 
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which are alive and remain unto the coming of | 
the Lord, shall not prevent them which are 

‘asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God ; and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which 
are alive and remain shall be caught up togeth- 
er with them-to meet the Lord in the air ; and 
so shall we be ever with the Lord.” What a 
sublime and animating description is here giv- 
en of the general resurrection ; but not a word 
is said of a general judgement immediately to 
follow, full of terrour and dismay to any of the 
human race. 

_. The other passage is in the 15th of the Ist 
Corinthians, and the description is equally sub- 
lime and animating. Almost the whole chap- 
ter is employed in proving and describing the 
resurrection and its consequences. He declares, 
“that as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive; that the last enemy, death, 
shall be destroyed.” But mark his language as 
he draws towards the close.—“ Behold I shew 
youamystery. We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twink- 
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named event, and we find no traces of such a 
judgement, or of the circumstances and the con- 
sequences which hoary tradition has coane-ted 
with it. 

We are now prepared to take further notice 
of this parabolical representation, which closes 
with the text. The whole is said to be a de- 
scription of the last judgement, and is so stated 
in the contents at the head of the chapter. This 
however is but of human authority, and de- 
cides not the correctness of the interpretation. 

We think there is no sufficient evidence of 
such an allusion, or that the passage is to be un- 
derstood with such a reference ; but rather, that 
it is part of a continued discourse upon the same 
subject, which, it is acknowledged, occupies 
the 24th chapter, as well as all the former part 
of this 25th, namely the calamities which were 
coming upon the Jewish people,—the destruc- 
tion of their city and temple,—the subversion 
of their institutions and government, together 
with the triumphs of the gospel, and establish- 
ment of Christianity ; all of which is compre- 
hended in the terms, the coming of the Son of 
man in glory, or with power and great glory, and 
all the holy angels with him. In the whole ac- 





ling of an eye, at the last trump; (for the trum- 
pet shall sound) and the dead shall be raised in- 
eorruptible, and we shall be changed.”” What 
a sublime description. But Paul, when comes 
the last, the general judgement ? Hast thou for- 


gotten this most important article ? Where is | 
the flaming throne—the awful bar—the angry | 
judge—with wrathful lightning in his counte- | 


nance ; charged with the wretched fate, the tre- 
mendous destiny of millions of Adam’s guilty 
race? Here, if any where, accompanying a 
description of the general resurrection, was a 
fit ovcasion for an eloquent exhibition of the 
terrours of the last judgement ; but the divinely 
inspired St. Paul, is silent upon the subject ; the 
Apostle of the Gentiles names it not ; he was 
never taught it by that Jesus whom he had per- 
secuted ;-he knew it not. It is remarkable that 
in this whole description of the resurrection, its 


attendants, and its consequences, not one unde- | 


airable event is intimated ; no gloomy idea is 
presented ; no shade darkens the scene ; but all 


is animating and brillant, triumphant and glori- | 


ous. “ This corruptible must put on incorrup- 


tion, and this mortal must put on immortality— | 


then shajl be brought to pass the saying that is 
written. Death is swallowed up in victory. O 
death where is thy sting? O grave where is 
thy victory? The sting of death is sin, and the 
strength of sin is the law; but thanks be to God 
who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Je- 
sus Christ. 

These remarks and references, are not a di- 
gression from our subject. We were stating ob- 
jections to the generally received opinions con- 
cerning afuture judgement. This has uniform- 
ly been represented to take place at the general 
resurrection. We have examined tie most re- 
magkable and particular descriptions of this last 





count, there is no intimation given of a resur- 
rection. 1 will here notice a criticism of Dr, 
Clark in his commentary upon this passage, to- 
gether with a short remark which he subjoins. 
He observes that the word holy, here prefixed 
to angels, is omitted in many excellent manu- 
scripts and versions, and among others, that 
Griesbach has left it out as spurious. Accord- 
| ing to which, the reading would be,—when the 
Son of man shall come in his glory, andvall the 
angels, instead of, all the holy angels with him. 
He then remarks, (taking it for granted that the 
' day of judgement is alluded to,) “ that it is sup- 
{ posed by some,that our Lord will have other an- 
gels,(or messengers) with him in that day, be- 
sides the holy ones. The evil angels, says he, 
| may be in attendance to take as their prey, those 
who shall be found on the left hand.” Now 
this may be the genuine Orthodox opinion, al- 
| though [ have not seen it so stated before. Ac- 
cording to this supposition, it seems that the Sa- 
viour of the world, when he shall come in his 
| glory in the last day, is to be attended pot only 
| by his holy angels, but his wnholy devils ; they 
| also must be had in requisition, to grace his tri- 
umph, to celebrate the honours of his cross, 
and his conquests, and contribute their just pro- 
portion to the brilliancy of the scene! ‘The 
evil angels, says the commentator, may be in 
attendance to take as their prey, those who 


not had them, or the most of them, already as 
their prey for ages? Were not these evil an- 
gels, or devils aceording to the Orthodox opin- 
ion, in attendance at their dying beds, to take 
the wretched souls as their prey, the moment 
they should leave the body, and convey them 
down, down, to the regions of never ending de- 





shall be found on his left hand ! But have they - 
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Spair and horrour ? But now again, it is suppo- 
sed, they are to be in attendance to take them 
as their prey, and the judge, of course, is ready 


to hand them over. 
vengeance. 
secret ! 
of thy labours and sufferings ? 


This is Orthodoxy with 


be satisfied ? It cannot be ; for thus runs th 
divine declaration. “It pleased the Lord t 


bruise him ; he hath put him to grief: when 
thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he 
shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, 
and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in 
his hand; he shall see of the travail of his 
soul, and shall be satisfied. By this knowledge 
shall my righteous servant justify many, (or the 
many) for he shall bear their iniquities.”” And 
having according to this prophesy, been lifted 
up from the earth, he will draw all men unto 
When the Son of map shall come in his 
glory and all the holy angels (or messengers,) 
with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of 
his glory, and before shall be gathered all na- 
tions, and he shall separate them one from an- 
Let it be remarked here, that it is 
nations, and not individuals, which were to be 
separated ; which therefore has not its applica- 


him. 


other, &c. 


tion in a future general judgement, but which 


particularly applies to the Jewish people, who 


though dispersed and mingled among all na- 
tions, still retain their distinct national charac- 
ter, and separated in many respects from all 
other nations, a bye word, and a reproach a- 
mong all ; according to the sure word of proph- 
esy. 
and goats, and their being placed on the right 
hand and on the left of the Son of man, ere fi- 
gurative representations, which fitly describe 
the rejected, dispersed, and degraded state of 
the Jewish nation, whilst many other nations 
have, and all others will, before them, enjoy 
the privileges and blessings of the gospel, for 
they are only to be brought in, with the fullness 
of the Gentiles. As this is an important part 
of the subject, I may on a future occasion, ad- 
vert to it again, and illustrate it more fully. 
The subject, it will be seen, still remains, in 
s considerable degree unexplored by us, and 
with respect to some very interesting particu- 
lars; they claim a careful and candid consider- 


ation, which shall be given in another discourse, | 


and which will, it is presumed, close the dis- 
cussion of this copious and important subject. 
Viewing the sacred scriptures as a revelation 
from God ; and the gospel especially as the 
grand charter of our christian privileges and 
hopes, it must be very desirable to uuderstand 
their correct meaning application? In or- 
der to this they should be diligently enquired | 
into, and carefully examined ; as far as possible 
free from prejudice and preconceived opinions, | 
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My soul, come not thou into its 
Jesus of Nazareth ! is this the reward 
Is this the re- 
sult of the divine purposes and promises which 
in thy mediation, are all yea and amen? Is this 
the travail of thy soul, which thou wilt see and 


These nations being compared to sheep | 
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either our own, or thos¢ of others: with minds 
sincere and open to conviction ; desirous to know 
the truth, and when convinced of it, willing to | 

} 

















a | embrace and avow it; follow wherever it shall 
lead, and to whatever reproaches and inconven- 
iences it may subject us. There perhaps nev- 
er was a time when this careful enquify and 
investigation, was more necessary than at pres- 
ent, when not only many different sentiments, 
with regard to religious doctrines, are dissemi- 
e | nated, but also many new schemes and plans are 
o | formed, and with great zeal prosecuted ; alk 
claiming to be for the promotion of the cause 
of religion—for the love of God, and the good 
of men. Numbers are in substance saying, “ Le 
here is Christ, and lo he is there.” Surely then 
it must be important to know where he is ; thet 
is, where his truth is ; the true doctrines of his 
gospel, the genuine spirit and temper of his 
mild, benevolent, peaceable, and heavenly reli- | 
gion ; which being the true wisdom; descend- | 
ing from above, is, first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality, and without | 
hypocrisy. If ye continue in my word, says 
Christ, then are ye my disciples indeed, and ye | 
shall knew the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free. Truth is always consistent with it- 
self; and there is doubtless a harmony in the | 
scriptures, and especially in the doctrines of the 
gospel, which if fully discovered would abun- 
dantly confirm our faith in them, and if cleark 
exhibited must convince the most sceptical. 
But when gross contradictions, and palpable ab- 
surdities are inculcated, under pretended au- 
thority from the bible, and from the gospel, how 
| shall we wonder if many, openly, and many 
more secretly, disbelieve and reject them alto- 
| gether? I am well persuaded, that upon a li- 
| mitarian principle, of any grade, the scriptures 
| cannot be reconciled and made consistent, be- 
| cause such a principle sets the divine attributes 
| in opposition to each other, and of course, must 
| do the same with the scriptures. It is favour- 
| able to the cause of truth, that notwithstanding 
| the bigotry, superstition, and hypocrisy which 
still prevail, a spirit of inquiry in increasing, 
and going abroad. May it still increase more 
| and more, that light and knowledge may also 
increase ; till all shall know the Lord from the 
least to the greatest,—Amen. 
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| ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 





‘* EARNESTLY CONTEND POR THE FAITH.”” 








MY CREED. 

Almost every man has acreed. There are few who 
do not worship their creed with more devotion than « 
they do their God, and labour a thousand times hard- 
er tu support it thar they do to support truth. | sat 
I do not like to be singular, and I know not why I nay 
not have a creed as well as other folks. But—if-[ 
publish my creed, consistency may require me to dé 
tend it. and when I have once enlisted self-love in its 
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defence, | may become blind to the truth and may | and, The just man walketh in his integrity and his 


choose rather to abide my first decision than to admit 
Ihave once decided wrong. But a creed I must and 
will have, and my reaters shall know what it is. 

My creed shull consist of rive points, and shall em 
hrace all the essentials of true religion ; and further- 
more i wish tu premise, that my creed was-not adopt- 
éd merely to-day, but has beeu cordially embraced, 
and of its correctnese | have had no doubts, for ai least 
nine months, though I may not have lived agreeably 
to its injunctions. But we sre all frail creatures and 
it is very difficult to find no discrepancy between a 
man’s faith, and his practice. Moreover I would al- 
ledge in behalf of my creed, that it is plaia, easy to be 
understood, and withal involves no mystery. The 
pious may, however, from this ciicumstance be led tu 
doubt its divine origin, and Infidels may like it so weil» 
that I shatl be shut out of the church. But I will 
state it—though | must still further alledge, that | be- 
lieve it to be based on eternal truth, and that it is cal- 
culated, it obeyed, to harmonize the world and enable 
the vast family of man to live forever beneath the 
smiles of fraterna! affection. But for the creed. 

Art. 1. I BEtIEVE every individual of the human 
family should be HongsT. 

Art. II. [penyeve that every one should be BENE- 
VOLENT and KINpP to all. 

Art. IIL. I believe tiiat every one should use his best 
endeavours to procure FOOD, CLOTHING andSHELTER 
for himself, and labour to enable all others to procure 
the same to the extent of his ability. 

Art. iV. I BELIEve every one should cultivate his 





children are blessed after him.” Aad again; * Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself,” and * whatsoever 
ye woul] that men should do unto you, do ye even 
the same unto them, for this is the law and the pro- 
phets.” Moreover I must be permitted to’quote still 
further. * But if any provide not for his owu, and 
especially ior those of his own house, he hath denied 
the faith and is worse than an infidel.” “ Do good unto 
all men as you have opportunity ” “ But whoso hath 
this worid’s goods and seeth his brother have ned and 
shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love ui God in him ?” “ Prove all things 
hold fast that which is good.” ‘ Apply thy beart ua- 
to instruction and thine ears unto the words of know- 
ledge.” “ Todo justice aud judgeme at is more accep- 
table unio the Lor: than sacrifice.” -* To love God— 
and his neighbour as himself is more than ali whvle 
burnt offerings.’’ ‘* Pure celigion and undefiled be- 
fore God and ibe Father is this to visit the fatherless 
and the widows in their affliction and to keep ourself 
unspotted from the world.” * And this commandment 
have we irom him, that ibe who loveth God love his 
brother also.” 

These among many other passages of the same im- 
port [ might adduce to suow my creed is scriptural, 
but presuming each one reads thebible for himself I 
leave it to him to find evidences in the book itself. I 
forbear to expatiate on the moral beauty of my creed 
or to dwell upon wiat I consider will be its salutary 
tendency; and, though not skilled mn the language ol 
cursing, I will yet say that to expect happiness with- 


mental powers, that he may open to himself a new | out obedicuce to this creed is vain, I shall not tell 
source of enjoyiuent, and also be enabled to aid his | people they shall go to bell if they do not believe it, 


brethren in their attempts to improve the condition of 
the human race, and to increase the sum of human 
happiness. 

Art. V. I Betreve, that if all mankind act on these 
principles they serve God all they can serve him that 


| 








but [ will leave them, if they do not obey its injune- 


tions, to say, whether they have vot a hell in their 


| own bosoms. 


l have now stated my creed, yet I am not so vain as 


to suppose ail will embrace it. The orthodox will 


he who has this faith and conforms the nearest to what | reject it because it is not mysterious, and the priests 


it eajoins, is the most acceptabie unto God. 

This O ye! who accuse me of Infidelity is my creed 
read it, obey it and never again tell me I am a dis- 
believer. Do you ask for evidences ot its correctness? 
find them where you can—in the bibie, in the Koran 
in the volume of the universe, in our individual capa- 
cities, in our social relations or wherever else you can. 
The best evidence ] can offer is that if any one wiil 
That 
is to say, if any one will do the works here required, 


believe, and obey, he will want no evidence, 





generally, because it will require thei to pay us much 
attention to the flock as they have hitherto paid to the 
fleece. The heterodox wil) dislike it, because it will 
require them to treat the orthodox as kincly as they 
do taemseives, and what perhaps 1s stul worse, it will 
not aiow them to be iliberal against illiberaluy.— 
And Infideis of all descriptions will reject it because | 
have proved it by scripture. All hypocrites will con- 
demn it because it strips off their mask and co .pels 
them to be useful in order to be respected. The sel- 


he will find so much pleasure in the performance ihat | fish will anathematize because it requires them tu re- 
he will ever after wish to continue to do the same. | | gard the welfare of others. And the indolent will he 


would quote scripture, but people say I do not believe 
it,—how they shouid know I do not, is more than I can 
divine. They have never derived that knowledge 
from myself for I have never had it to give. But 
there is one passage so much in point J will quote; 
“* The ways of wisdom are ways of pleasantness and 
ali tier paths are peace.” But here is another still 
better ; “* Righteousness kecpeth him that is upright 
in the way.” “ There shall vo evil happen to the 
inst.” The lipe of truth shall be established forever,”’ 





outrageous upon it because it requires them to be ac- 
tive. Hence] conclude there wil! be only few who 
will hear it wii gladness, As it is likely tu meet oF~ 
position from every quarter, I shall flatter myseit that 
it is true. 

If any one complains it is defective, I will tell him 
if he performs al] it enjoins, I wi!l engage St. Peter 
shaii open the gates of heaven, to admit im to the 
mansions of the biest. But I wis just whisper in the 
ear of my reader, I conceive this creed to be the BN? 
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towards which all should labour, that I do not say it 
is. unnecessary to believe any thing else, but that no- 
thing else is useful any faither than it teads to this 
end. Now my reader, if you by believing that Jonah 
swallowed the whaie, or the story about the witch of 
Eador, with various others of the same character, ! 
ay dear reader, that if believing these marvellous sto- 
ries will maketheea better man, and a better man, 
whoever thou art, I know thou dost need to be, then 
[| have not the least objection, even shouldst thou be- 
lieve the moon is male of * green cheese.” Now ye 
doctors of dividity hurl your anathemes. Let every 
one be HoNEST.—Ep 

There are some who seem determined the 
publick shail believe the Gospel Advocate is 
an Infidel paper. I had written a long refu- 
tation of this charge with a design to present it 
to my readers, but upon second thought I be- 
lieve I shall let it lie by for the present. 

W. IL. Reese has manifested a willingness to 
prove me something that is very bad. My co- 
lumns are open to him, he is welcome to use 
them to prove thai my sentiments are wrong if 
he can. There is no use in whining about a 
man’s opinions, if you believe them false exhi- 
bit the evidence of your belief, if you believe 
them pernicious show to the world their evil 
tendency. 

If Mr. Reese thinks I am wrong in my views 
of the Gospel, I will thank him to correct me, 
and my readers, I doubt not, will also thank 
iim for his labour. [am no bigot. When con- 
vinced I have been mistaken, I will not persist 
inerrour. Truth is what I want and if any 
one can help me to its acquisition, he shall have 
my warmest gratitude. 

My reasons for naming Mr. Reese need not 
now be given, but I believe them amply suffi- 
cient to justify me tor so doing. My readers I 
trust will be interested to see my sentiments 
pass the ordeal of his criticism, and if truth is 
elicited they will be amply paid for reading our 
remarks. Mr. Reese is no doubt orthodox st 
least an orthodox universalist, and he says I am 
wild, inconsistent, absurd, and probably fight- 
ing under false colours ; some of these charges 
he has preferred publickly and others perhaps 
moe privately. Let him come forward and 
upport these charges in the meekness of the 
gospel and in the candour true philosophy al- 
ways inspires. He shall have fair play, and the 
editor of the Gospel Advocate will reason the 
point, he hopes, to the satisfaction of the pious 
and to the convincing of all who are not per- 
sonally prejudiced against him, that he is a firm 
believer in the Gospel of Christ—Eb. 


ANCIENT HISTORY OF UNIVERSALISM. 





This is a work recently published.» Its au- 
thor is Hosea Ballou, 2nd. pastor of a church in 
Roxbury, Mass. I have but just glanced at the 
work, but intend soon not only to read it but 


- 





to give my readers some idea of what it con- 
tains. So far as I have examined it I am high- 
ly pleased, and must say I think it highly cre- 
ditable, not merely to the authour nor to the 
denomination to which he is attached, but to 
the Christian church generally. Its neat clas- 
sical style is its least praise. The sober judge- 
ment it exhibits, the impartiality, and the ab- 
sence of that sectarian spirit which destroys the 
usefulness of many laboured works, by which 
it is characterized, must recommend it to every 
one who is desirous to form correct opinions 
concerning the notions which were entertained 
by the primitive Christians respecting a future 
state. I will only at this time add that altho? 
it is called a history of universalism, it will be 
found to give a pretty full account of all that 
can now be known respecting the opinoins of 
the ancient church whether universalist or limi- 
tarian ; that is about a future state. I would 
say to my readers, that if they feel any anxiety 
on this subject, they cannot do better than to 
procure this work as soon as they can. It isa 
duodemico volume of 326 pages, printed on 
good paper with fair type and well bound.— 
For sale by the publisher of the Gospel Advo- 
cate, price $1,25.—Ep. 


Errata—Owing to the absence of the edi- 
tor when our last paper went to press several 
errours of some importance occurred. On 
184 2d col. 23 lines from the bottom, for “* we 
must take this survey from our own hearts,” 
&c. read—we must take this survey ; form our 
own hearts, &e. Page 286—The note at the 
bottom should have been omitted, it was added 
by Mr. Skinner when the article was publish- 
ed in his paper, and only shows he did not un- 
derstand my reasoning. 

Page 187, 2d col. 16 lines from the bottom, 
for “ cannot punish crime ;” read cannot preveni 
crime ? Page 191, 2d col. 4th paragraph, for 
“‘ have the kindness not to impute to me, “ God 
is good is because he is good,” for I believe I 
am “ not justly.” read have the goodness not to 
impute to me that powerful argument, “ God is 
good because he is good,” for I believe I am. 
“not guilty.” There were several more er- 
rours occurred but they are most of them easi- 
ly discovered. 





Br. Thomas Whittemore will accept our 
thanks for his liberty to publish his sermon on 
the Rich man and Lazarus, in the Gospel Ad- 
vocate. I shall take ihe first opportunity to lay 
it before my readers. This is not the first fa- 
vour I have received. from the same quarter, 
and I can but regret my own poverty in every 
thing interesting puts it out of my power to 
make a return. 





I need not say to my readers that I have not 
been very full in my religious notices. The 
reason I have not been more particular in no- 
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ticing the prosperity of our Zion is that I have 
not had room. I may say, however, our cause 
goeson well. Never better and better we can 
hardly ask. New England is constantly build- 
ing meeting-houses, and her associations show 
that the time when universalism is to be tramp- 
led upon is nearly gone. In this state and west 
it goes well. «Liberal sentiments spread rapid- 
ly—may virtue keep pace. 
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 
Mr. Epiror.—Your review of my comsmu- 
nications which were inserted in your Advo- 
cate, I have examined, and although I do not 
consider it to invalidate the arguments I have 
advanced, or to contain sufficient evidence to 
convince the unprejudiced, that my specula- 
tions are futile, or that yeur observations and 
reasouings, are congruous, scriptural and con- 
elusive, yet it requires some notice ; for I think 
your animadversions calculated to deceive, or 
produce “ wrong” and unfavourable “ impres- 
sions” concerning the import of my sentiments. 
You would make your readers believe that I 
have arrayed errour ina robe not her own ; and 
in drawing the outlines of her features have at- 
tached more “‘ beauty” to her person, than she 
doth “ prossess.”” This may be true, abstractly 
eonsidered. That “truth is far more lovely” 
in her appearance than falsehood, when they 
appear clad in their own garb, dressed in their 
own habiliments, and garnished with their own 
ornaments, is an incontrovertible fact. That 
errour, when exhibited in her own naked defor- 
mity, or beheld in her own costume, is a “ hag- 
gard wretch,” I would not dispute—and that, 
while thus viewed, she would receive the in- 











dignation and abhorrence she so richly merits, | 


is almost a mathematical certainty. But ob- 
serve, when endeavouring to allure and capti- 
vate those she would deceive, she assumes the 
name of Truth, covers her visage with a mask, 
and presents herself as an angel of light: and 
those who embrace her as worthy of their af- 
fection and love, are beguiled by her duplicity. 
To such she appears beautiful—to such she ap- 


pears lovely. And, such is her power of de- | 
eeption, that she often betrays the votary of 


truth, and secures his attachment leaving her 
rival in the rear, forsaken by her friends. It 
is true, no man would harbour errour to the ex- 
clusion of truth, were he to discover their inhe- 
rent properties, or to divest Errour of her gil- 
ded embroidery, gems and garlands with which 
she is decorated, when making her addresses. 
But here lies the difficulty. We do not always 


perceive her seductive wiles, nor distinguish her | 


from her opponent, whose name and character 
she assumes. 

You seem to rather gainsay my remarks con- 
cerning our fallibility, (though acknowledge- 
ing they may be true,) stating, that ‘“‘ man is 
capable of asceriaining the truth, and of dis- 
ingpishing it from error.” It seems somewhat 








singular whilst possessing this faculty, you did 
not discover whether my suggestions or obser- 
vations were correct or not, and informed your 
readers accordingly ; instead of alleging that 
they may be true, tvhilst considering them 
otherwise. Let your argument be reduced to 
form. ‘ Truth is more admirable than errour. 
—The fool will choose the former in preference 
of the latter. Man is capable of perceiving 
truth, of distinguishing it from errour.” He 
will therefore ascertain “ what is truth,” and 
according to his choice embrace it. How then 
doth it happen, that Errour gains so many pro- 
selytes, and secures so many votaries to her 
shrine? If man be capable of ascertaining 
truth, and he chooses this in preference to false- 
hood ; why has the latter found an habitation 
in the mind of man? By what means has she 
been enabled to establish her kingdom in the 
earth? By what magick power does she sway 
her seeptre over the hearts of mankind? Will 
you say because man cannot come to the knowl- 
edge of the whole truth, by any powers which 
he does now possess, therefore concerning those 
things that come not within the jurisdiction of 
his critieal inspection, he may imbibe erroneous 
opinions ? Then you concede to my declara- 
tions. I acknowledge that man is endowed 
with faculties and powers, by which he is sus- 
ceptible of improvemeut, through which me- 
dium he comes to the acquisition of knowledge 
and truth. But, I also contend, that he is sub- 
ject to vanity, to delusion, to deception and 
guile. Such is the weakness of his perceptive 
organs or discriminating powers, that he is li- 
able to craw false conclusions from premises he 
may establish, and by this means believe aie 
and inculcate a falsehood. As respects those 
external surrounding objects presented to the 
mind, forming simple ideas, we may form some 
just conceptions concerning them, and ascer- 
tain a knowledge of their inherent properties 
and qualities, with but little danger of errour. 
So observation and experience also may bring 
us to a knowledge of some facts. But with re- 
gard to those things that are conveyed to the 
mind, by combining and abstracting these sim- 
ples, forming another concatenation of ideas, 
(such is our imperfection,) we may, we are li- 
able to err in our deductions and conclusions. 
Hence arises the possibility of our being mis- 


” 


| taken concerning many propositions to which 


we yield our assent. 

Your logical argumentation concerning the 
absurdity of laying aside the counsels of hu- 
man reason in the determination of the truth of 
propositions presented to the mind for examin- 
ation, is certainly rational and conclusive ; and 
while considering your liberality, generosity 
and candour, I am convinced that instead of in- 
tentionally drawing some wrong inferences from 
my observations, you have misapprehended the 
substance of my arguments. Although I con- 
tend that man is a fallible being, and is liabl: 
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to be deceived, yet I would not deprive him of 
the exercise of reason, that noble faculty of the 
soul, which elevates him in the scale of crea- 
tion, to the head of animated nature. It is ra- 
ther my object to exhibit his weakness and im- 
becility, as well as strength and dignity—his 
means of improvement, and the powers of the 
understanding, as well as the necessity of be- 
ing watchful and cautious in his pursuit after 
truth. Consider I argue, that as man is en- 
dowed with no innate principles, so his knowl- 
edge is dependant on the operation of the intel- 
lectual organs and reasoning faculties—that man 
is liable to be misled, and should therefore, be 
extremely cautious how he gives credence, or 
yields assent to any sentiment before mature 
reflection, candid investigation, and close in- 
spection, shall warrant belief; and you will 
perceive, that instead of yieiding up our argu- 
mentative powers to the dictates of “ religion- 
ists,”” destroying our judgement, and ability to 
decide and determine what is right, I am giv- 
ing them free exercise and liberty, to perform 
their functions, as well as paving a way to ex- 
pand the intellect, and develope the under- 
standing, by calling into operation the discrimi- 





nating faculties of the mind. 
You seem to scruple there being “ 4 other 
source of knowledge than nature.” e may | 
express ourselves in a manner unintelligible to 
others, while conveying our ideas through the 
medium of such terms as are complex and sus- 
ceptible of various definitions, for we may form 
different conceptions concerning their signifi- 
cation. Suppose that I admit that natwre is the 
great reservoir of all knowledge. Now should 
I be desirous of obtaining a constant supply of 
its sacred treasure, and were under the absolute 
necessity of excavating a canal for the purpose 
of effecting my destined object ; providing that 
a stream issuing from this fountain, flowed half 
the distance, would it not be advisable to cut 
the aqueduct to the rivulet, rather than to ex- 
tend the same to the source. Itistrue it would 
be requisite for me to traverse the banks of the 
stream, in order to ascertain whether some oth- 
er water was not amalgamated with it, corrupt- 
ing the waters of knowledge. But notwith- 
standing, would not the expedient diminish the 
labour? The ideaconveyed in this similitude 
you may say, corresponds with your argumen- 
tation. You say we must begin back, traverse 
the whole ground, find the true poth, and walk 
in it as long as we can ; alleging that the la- 
bour of others may fessen our.own. This, in 
substance, is compatible with my reasoning or 
observations. Nature, I regard, as the consti- 
tution of things in their primitive state, before 
they are artificially decomposed, altered, or 
changed. Now should an individual endeav- 
our to establish a system of ethics upon this 
foundation, discarding the speculations of oth- 
¢ts—should he endeavour to draw his knowl- 
edge from this source, rejectingthe information 
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of others, expecting there was so much “ tare 
with the wheat,” it would be easier raising a 
new crop, than to separate the wheat from the 
tare, he would be of but little service to him- 
self, or usefulness to the world: for before he 
has arrived to much perfection, the angel death 
calls him home. He would be a fit subject to 
be placed back in the first rude and uncultiva- 
ted ages of the world ; for there he might devote 
his investigations to the benefit of the world. 
But in the present period he might waste away 
a useful life in this method of improvement, 
without arriving to the fullness of the station of 
his predecessors. I have not intimated we 
should regard as truth, what others have adop- 
ted as such, without evidence for confirmation. 
But what | wished to inculcate is, that some 
while viewing the corrruptions and errours that 
exist in the world, (remember that we speak on 
metaphysical or theological subjects, ) disregard 
what truths have been perceived, reject the 
theories that have been established, commence 
back, review the first condition of things, ex- 
amine the laws of nature, and endeavour from 
them, to form a system that will conduct them 
to the temple of pure unadulterated knowl- 
edge ; and that he who thus labours, consider- 
ing the many difficulties that impede his pro- 
gress, will toil in vain. But concerning nature, 
the only source of knowledge, I ask what is 
the difference between knowledge and infor- 
mation? I have received intelligence concern- 
ing the situation of England, and of the eman- 
cipation of the Catholicks: but am I entirely 
ignorant of the existing facts (if facts they 
may be called?) Have I no knowledge of 
these things? Ihave heard of the campaigns 
of Bonaparte and the military achievements 
of the brave Washington ; and have I no knowl- 
edge concerning them? You may say they are 
only “ conjectures” originating in testimony ; 
but from whence cometh knowledge? How is 
it conveyed to the understanding? Is it not 
by “ perception, experience and testimony,” 
that we come to a knowledge of facts? All 
these are certain kinds of evidence by which 
we are made acquainted with things. Aud al- 
though experience and observation can be re- 
lied on with more safety than testimony, yet 
these witnesses are sometimes guilty of perjury. 
And should you say that the information of 
testimony is no other knowledge but conjec- 
ture, because testimony sometimes fails; I 
might say all knowledge is conjecture, because 
other evidence is sometimes false. Therefore 
if man possess knowledge, information must 
be a species of it. You say “ nature could not 
originate the idea of a God in your mind, nor 
teach it.” Have you any information of the 
existence of a God? Surely. How came you 
by this intelligence? Nature never taught it, 
and there is no other source of knowledge. How 
came you by this idea? You say revelation 
gave vou the information. Here vou make a 
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distinction between revelation and nature. I 
ask then, is revelation no source of knowledge ? 
If not, (as you insinuate,) then asit is your ob- 
ject to learn wisdom, to improve the under- 
standing, and to cultivate the vine of truth, 
lay the useless record on the bookcase to gath- 
er the dust that circulates in the atmosphere, 
and open the Volume of Nature, and from that 
extract the sweets with which you would feast 
the mind. You may deciare that revelation is 
a description of the inherent properties of na- 
ture ; but before you make this allegation, re- 
member there is nothing in nature that could 
teach the existence of a God, yet you are taught 
there is such a being. 

You doubt your having written any thing 
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have justified. These are the natural deduc- 
tions drawn from your premifes, “ I dislike 
such trifling.” “ God will pronounce no mau 
righteous” by the deeds of the law, for by them 
he is condemned. “He wilf pronounce: no 
man” FULLY justified fer his own works, for in 
them he. is deficient. 

You contend “ there are no fictions, no ae- 
counting things that are not as though they 
were, except in reference to the end, God 
knowiag, the means adopted will effect the 
purpose. Hence in reference to the end he 
may pronounce a man just when such is not 
the fact.” Now observe, you remark all men 
shall become just through the means adspted. 


| “ The means are a belief in the life, preach- 


against the doctrine of imputed righteousness ; | 
but since you have stated your opinion concern- | 
| of things not seen,” so after the dissolution of 


ing the sentiment in your reply, it will be un 
necessary for me to refer you to those articles 
which warranted me to make this assertion. 
You ridicule such rules of government as my 
speculations would form, and despise an earth- 
ly court which would be guilty of such princi- 
ples of equity. 
of jurisprudence, and see which contains the 
most trifling absurdities. An assassin is ar- 
raigned before the bar for trial. He is accused 
of wilfully thrusting a dugger into the bosom 
of his companion. He acknowledges he has 
perpetrated the horrid deed, but as a reason 
why he should be justified by the Court, he 


pleads, “ sin is the transgression of the law.” | 


Righteousness is obedience to the law. Now 


although I have previously broken the injune- | 


Let us introduce your system | 
_ ness extend not beyoad this life. 


tions of the law, yet I am not now violating its | 


requirements—I am not now tfansgressing its 
rules. Hence I am now just—] am now holy 


—I am now godly—I must therefore be acquit- | 


ted, justified and released. The Judge secing 
the weight of his defence justifies him in his 
sight and pronounces him blameless. “I know 
not by what rules the court of heaven is gov- 
erned, but I believe every wise man would 
despise an earthly court guilty of such trifling.” 
Here is a sinner; He has transgressed every 
moral obligation—he has bathed his hatds in 
the blood of the defenceless victim of his rage 
he has gratified every propensity, and satiated 
every lecherous desire—his life has been one 
continued exhibition of havock and blood ;— 
all the evil which his corrupt heart could de- 
vise or his faculties execute has been the pro- 
duct of his will. By some cause he ceases for 
a period the prosecution of his pernicious de- 
signs. God pronounces him at once a just and 
good man, a righteous person. God does not 
inflict punishment prior to the commission of 
erime, for that would be inflicting punishment 
on the innocent. He does not chasten after 
the execution of the offence for that would be 
correcting the righteous, just and good. There 
fore the malefactor must go unpunished, for it 
would be incongruous to punish him whom we 





‘monial law. 





ing, suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus 
Cirist.”? Now observe, “ faiih is the evidence 


the body man is not in possession of this means 
of justifying righteousness. All men do not 
have faith—all do not believe—a!! do not be- 
come personally holy before death—all do not 
becone righteous anteriour to the termination 
of this mundane existence ; the means of holi- 
How then 
can all become just? Should you contend that 
all become holy at death or the resurrection, 
you will.have the goodness to state, (since ho- 
liness signifies a salvation from sin when exbi- 
bited in the character of him who has been a 
sinner, and as no other name given whereby 
we can be saved but in and through Christ) 
by whom and by what means they ere made 
holy. Again, “ no man liveth and sinneth 
not ; he that saith he is without sin is a tiar and 
the truth abideth not in him.’ Therefore no 
man is holy, just and blaueless, according to 
the requiremeuts of the law, whilst on this ter- 
raqueous ball, yet some are proluted just, or in 
other words, are said to be justified. See Ro- 
mans v. 1,9, “ Therefore being justified by 
faith we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ ;” ** Much more then being 
now justified by his blood we shall be saved 
from wrath through him.” This cannot be 
said in reference to the end seeing that the 
means adopted will make all men holy—for 
we see all do not become righteous through 
this medium, but it is spoken in reference to 
the justification which cometh by a belief in 
Jesus: “ For he that believeth on him that 
justifieth the UNGODLY his faith is counted to 
him for righteousness.” 

You say the law to whieh Paul alludes in 
those passages I adduced, in favour of my ar- 
guinents, has no relation to what we call good, 
but to the works enjoined by the Jewish cere- 
Please examine this more critic- 
ally. By the deeds of the law there shall be no 
flesh justified in his sight, for by the law is the 
knowledge of sin.”” Was there no knowledge 
of moral evil until posterior to the legislation of 
the ceremonial Inw? If so, then Adam, and 
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such as existed after until the days of Moses, | I insert the following from Br. Kneeland.- | make 
were unconscious of having committed iniqui- | n° comments. If | have erred by placing too,much 
ty. But, in confutation of this sentiment in | confidence in the Bible to please him, there. are not 





Romans v. 13.14. “ For until the ceremoni- 
al law, sin was in the world ; but sin is not im- 
puted where there is no law. Nevertheless 
death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over 
them that had not sinned after the similitude of 
Adams transgression. 
law there is no transgression.” 


Your quotations from the words of Jesus, ' 


John and James, may be easily reconciled to 
what I have said, by considering 1. That the 
scriptures are replete with exhortations, warn- 
ing every man to turn unto the Lord who will 
have mercy, and to our God who will abun-- 
dantly pardon. 
vine Master, be ye perfect as your Father in 
heaven is perfect. 2. That the law demands 
perfect obedience to its restrictions, that Christ 
fulfilled the law by obsequious righteousness, 


aud was justified by the law; and the nearer | like 


we approximate to his character, by assim,la- 
ting to his likeness in doing that which is law- 
ful and right ; the nearer we become righteous 
according to the requisitions of the law, even as 
he was righteous. 3. That faith is not charity, 
or benevolence, hospitality, mercy and broth- 
erly kindness ; that therefore faith unaccompa- 
nied by good works is dead, or useless to socie- 
ty—that a man is pronounced righteous when 
he is comparatively godly, or characteristic- 
ally holy without being perfect in holiness, as 
God is holy ; that the law requires perfect obe- | 
dience to its injunctions, which consists in prac- | 
tical righteousness ; that therefore so far as an | 
individual fulfils the law, so far he is justified 
by the law; that when he obeys one command, ' 
in that act he is righteous, and is justified by 
the law. ‘That Abraham in offering up Isaac | 
his well-beloved son, observed the divine re- | 
quirements, and in that act was justified for | 
obsequious righteousnes. 4. That inasmuch | 
as all come short of the glory of God by 
wicked works, so it is evident that by the law 
no flesh can be justified in his sight, for their 
own works ; and therefore it is requisite, that 
Christ’s righteousness should be imputed unto 
them where they have come short of pertec- 
tion that they may receive the justification of 
God. I say these things considered, will rec- 
oncile the seeming discrepency existing be- 
tween the “scriptures you have quoted” and 
the docirine I ain advocating. 

Let us regard then our own weakness, and 
look to “ Jesus the authour and finisher of our 
faith” for sufficient righteousness (as the free 
gift of God) to justify us in his sight, that we 
may attribute due praise to him for the salva- 
tion that we obtain through his worthy name. 

AMICUS. 

Some remarks on the above may be expected in our 
next. In the mean time I wish our readers to remem- 
her it is their province te judge for themselves.—Ep. 


i 
| 





But where there is no ’ 


Or in the language of our Di- | 


wasting striplings enough in Israel or novices in theo- 
logy to inform me J write more in the spirit and style 

of Hume, Paine, Voluey, Bolling»roke and Voltaire, 
: than.in those of a Christian editor. It may be so.— 
' But as I seem to have offended both believer and 
sceptick, advocated too much for the one and not 
; enough for the other, I conclude I have taken about 
the right course.—Ep. 
| “IT highly approve of the course you are 
| pursuing, because it appears to be an honest'as 
| well as an independent one, though I do aot 
, think you are always correct, neither do I know 
| what you' mean by the infallibility of the serip- 
tures, or how far you mean to extend that in- 
| fallibility. That they contain much errour, as 
| well as truth, even in relation to the character 
of God, there is not the shadow of doubt in 
my mind. The facts recorded in scripture, 
all other facts of ancient date, rest on mere 
| historical evidence. ‘here is no other ; there 
| CAN BE no other evidence, unless God himself 
| Should make the record on imperishable. mate- 
‘tials, the autograph of which should remain 


‘ 


| to all futurity, to be equally éxamined by eve- 
| ry generation. 


But let God speak.in any way 
whatever ; let him perform, or enable his crea- 
tures to perform, ever so many miracles, in 
proof that he did thus speak, and let man re« 
cord his words, as weil as the miracles, and 
what have we, after all, more then human tes- 
timony that God ever so spake, or that those 
miracies were ever performed? We must judge 
of every thing performed by man by the inter- 
na! evidence which we possess, as to the prob- 
ability or improbability of the truth of what is 
recorded. And whoever judges otherwise, to 
him there is nothing too absurd to be believed: 
and the greater the absurdity, the greater is the 
merit which is generally attached to a blind 
belief. It is time, high time, for people to 
open their eyes ; I mean the eyes of their un- 
derstanding, as well ay their natural eyes ; and 
they will find that “all is not gold that glis- 


tens.” 





FREE ENQUIRY. 


The present is emphatically a time of en- 
quiry. All sects and parties are on the alert. 
Many, ah! too many, with regret I say it, in- 
stead of asking what will ineliorate the condi- 
tion of man, are only intent upon those means 
which will best advance the interest of their 
party. Reader, are you a christian? Do you 
profess to belive that gospel which brings noth- 
ing but good news to the alienated and benight- 
ed family of man? Then you are no sectarian. 
Are you a Universalist ? Do you take the bible 
as your only rule in matters of belief and prac- 
tice? Do you view God as your friend, and 
the vast family of manas brethren who ought 
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not to deal treacherously with each other? If 
80, my sentiments correspond with yours. But 
Fam nosectarian. I would be open to convic- 
tion, and ready to receive truth wherever 
found. Are you a Deist? Do you reject the 
truths of Christianity ? Would you overthrow 
the Christian’s hope of immortality? Howev- 
er much I may regret this, would not deprive 
you of your rights of conscience, nor bar the 
door to enqdiry, satisfied that if Christianity 
be true, she will suffer nothing by investiga- 
tion. Are you engaged in meliorating the con- 
dition of men? Your object is then laudable : 
press onward, you will reap the reward of your 
labours. Are you an Atheist? Then you be- 
lieve in no but nature. But does Chris- 
tianity require her votaries to deprive you of 
the privilege of expressing freely your honest 
convictions ? No, for belief does not depend 
on the will, but on evidence. Hence, how 
absurd te censure each other for our honest 
convictions ! We may reason against one’s opin- 
‘Gons, and censure the immoral conduct of all, 
of whatever sect or name under heaven, but 
must go no farther. 
Tcare not to what sect man belongs; he is 
a being fond of power, fond of extending his 
influence over the minds of his fellow men.— 
Charming as may be the sound of Universa- 
lism to my ear, yet well I know that many are 
inclined to declaim against a brother, merely 
because he happens to differ in opinion, and 
shut his mouth by mere declamation. But it 
may be said too much freedom will be equally 
pernicious as the opposite extreme. Facts 
speak a different language. Cast your eye 
back to the dark ages, see mankind enveloped 
in midnight darkness, and, if possible, their 
practice darker still. Come down to the pres- 
ent day, and tell me if the present condition 
of man be more deplorable than it was one 
thousand years ago? Is the present spirit of 
enquiry calculated to degrade the dignity of 
man, destroy his sense of moral accountability, 
and spread strife and enmity among the human 
race? If so, stay her progress—if not, encour- 
age her. What will be the consequence of 
cal, sober and candid investigation? Truth 
will come forth, as from a furnace, purified 
with fire. Then, what need of alarm? Truth 
ever has had, and ever will have, a salutary 
influence on the human mind. It softens the 
heart, removes bigotry and superstition, and 
renders it more feelingly alive to the misfor- 
tunes of men. Is this prejudicial to the best 
interest of society ? I leave every one to de- 


e. 

I would declaim against immoralily, but I 
would not stay the progress of free enquiry. 
No, if truth cannot prevent the triumph of er- 
rour, she is not worth possessing. “If I cannet 
maintain my opinions, and bring convincing 
evidence of their correctness, I will immedi- 
ately abandon them. You need not tell me 


“> 


- 
i 
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that man, when enlightened, chooses errour in 
preference to truth. Every one loves truth. 
Only present her with all her native loveliness 
—convince man that it is for his greatest good 
to embrace her—he immediately grasps her-as 
his greatest and his loveliest friend. But what 
is truth? It is that which agrees with facts, 
and cannot be overthrown. No sophistry can 
alter her, no ingenuity change her natures. 

Will not the vast difference I find between 
truth and my former opinions lead me into 
sceptical indifference ? Certainly not—far oth- 
erwise. I once believed sentiments which, to 
doubt of their truth orto attempt to prove them 
true, was to annihiiate them. Such were “ to- 
tal depravity,” “infinity of sin,” “ election 
and reprobation,” “imputed righteousness,” 
“vicarious atonement,”’ “trinity,”” and “ the 
} endless misery of the wicked,” etc. To sen- 
timents like these, no enlightened mind can 
assent. Many may igtorantly assent to them; 
others captivated by “the wisdom of this 
world,” may readily acquiesce in the opinions 
of the popular and the powerful. Butwheth- 
er candid investigation, or ignorant credulity 
and popular acquiescence, be the more likely 
to produce sceptical indifference, I leave the 
judicious to determine. 

I am a reasonable being, and as snch am 
bound to exercise my reasoning faculties. If 
not, why were they bestowed ? Would an in- 
finitely wise Being give me powers never to 
be exerted? Would he bless me with éntelli- 
gence for no purpose ? Away with the thought; 
it is too degrading to human nature, and dishon- 
ourable to God! But, one may say, “‘ you area 
poor fallible being! Dare you oppose the will 
of heaven, and bid defiance to those who are 
so anxious for your souls salvation.” No, I 
would not oppose the will of heaven. But 
when the wisdom of man forms a creed and 
tells me I must believe it, I beg leave to ask 
whether its doctrines are consistent with rea- 
son or contrary to it. And, so far as I am bless- 
ed with intellectual powers, if I enlist them in 
the cause of truth, I shall be successful in dis- 
covering her. 

Few are blessed with the acuteness of 2 
Newton or of a Locke; but fewer still have 
honesty and independence enough to avow 
their honest conviction. So close has the priest 
drawn the cords which bind the mind, that 
man dare not think. Should one question the 
truth of what he asserts, he immediately tells 
him of an “angry God,” and an “endless 
hell.” I would reason candidly on the sab- 
ject, and search for truth as for hidden trea- 
sures. What! Dare you trust your “ carnal 
reason,” you may be deceived. ‘‘ God’s ways 
are not as our ways.” Very well, admit it.— 
What then. ° Does it follow thet I am incapa- 
ble of discriminating between truth and false- 
hood ? I think not, and may I never distrust 





those faculties bestowed by my héavenly Crea- 
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for, so much as to refuse their aid in the dis- 
covery of truth. ; 
“ Prove all things ; hold fast that which is 
good,” is the voice of reason, of nature, and 
of revelation. Reason speaks as with a voice 
of thunder, assent to nothing but upon a con- 
viction of its truth. Not only nature echoes 
the same, but revelation enforees it--invites 
the most severe scrutiny, and recommends 
herself to our confidence, by assuring us that 
whatever is contrary to reason is not from God. 
Paul “‘reasoned with them out of the Scrip- 
tures.".—Acts xvii. 2. Jesus was heard to 
reason with the Sadducees.—Mark xii. 28.— 
Paul said, “‘ Prove your ownselves.—II. Cor. 
xiii. 5. “‘ Let every man prove hisown work.” 
Eph. vi. 4. ‘* We have before proved,” etc. 
Rom. iii. 9. Raul and Barnabus reasoned ; 
“the contention grew so sharp between them, 
that they departed asunder, one from tie oth- 
er.”—Acts xv. 39. If this be true, if we 
may rely on these declarations and trust to the 


voice of heaven, where now ye anathematizers 


of human reason, where your example for tame 
submission to the priest ? Hushed in oblivion ! 
sunk to everlasting night! You would fain 
stifle the active and enquiring mind, and lull 
the mental powers to sleep. You would con- 
vert that religion into a curse, which was de- 
signed to bless, delight, and cheer the abodes 
ef men. You, who would fain dictate in mat- 
ters of belief, have done more to strengthen 
the hands of infidelity, than Mahometans, Pa- 
gans and Jews. Yes, and not satisfied with 
your “eternity of hell-torments,” you would 
create a present hell, and yourselves act as offi- 
ciating demons! You would separate the 
“elected few” from the reprobate multitude, 
to enjoy the good of the land, and consign to 
the Berek all who dared to differ from you 
in opinion. You need not longer heap your 
reproachful epithets on an intelligent commu- 
nity, for they have lost their power to charm 
orto frighten. Why need! care for the name 
my enemies choose to give me. Infidel, Deist, 
Atheist, Universalist, and Heretick, are all the 
same to me, if determined to embrace truth 
wherever she presents herself. 

America is destined to be free. She has 
yetite learn, that while her patriotick sons are 
in mental slavery, there is room for improve- 
ment—that the mind cannot be bound and the 
body free. Philanthropists, Christians, and 
Patriots, sleep no longer. The spirit of en- 
quiry is abroad, and she will march onward 
till every one shall feel the influence of that 
“grace which bringeth salvation to all men.” 
Thail as friends to the human race, all who 
are labouring to unite mankind in the bonds of 
peace and friendship. May they prevail, and 
man once feel and know himself to be free— 
free from priestly tyranny—free from false 
fears—free from that unbelief which eauses 
him to look on God as his enemy. 





When this shall be accomplished, the reli- 
lion of Jesus will emancipate the vast famil 
of man. Then will its benign influence sof- 
ten every heart. Then will men greet each 
other as brethren, and view God as a Univer- 
sal Parent. Thistime willcome. It hasbeen 
foretold by the Prophets, and confirmed by Je- 
sus himself. Orthodoxy may exert her powers 
tothe utmost. Heterodoxy may use her mighty 
influence. Infidelity may stalk fearlessly at 
noon-day. The coercive arm of the magis- 
trate may protect the one and crush the other, 
yet the “ gates of hell’’cannot prevail against 
it. ; 

I may never live to see it. But with an eye 
of faith, I Jook forward to the time when 
capacious mind of man will embrace “ friend, 
parents, neighbour, his country next, and next 
the human race.” Ah! happy time. Me- 
thinks I see in prospective, the time when the 
wolf and the lamb shall lie down together, and 
all shall know the Lord from the least to the. 
greatest. Then no one shall have occasion to 
say to his neighbour, “ Know ye the Lord.” 
And then will the object be accomplished for 
which Christ laboured, and died. May know- 
ledge increase, free enquiry be encouraged, 
till it regenerate and harmonize the vast family 
of man. PHILANTHROPE. 





LONG PRAYERS. 

Mr. Epitor :—There is one !thing among 
the clergy of all denominations I do not like. 
There may be more than one, but there is one 
in particular. I refer to long prayers and also 
to sermonizing in prayer. I know not what 
your sentiments may be on this subject nor do 
Iecare. But it is to me absolutely disgusting 
to, hear a puny worm get up in the sanctuary 
and with pomposity enough to shame Lucifer 
himself, spread forth his hands and in an af- 
fected and highly strained tone of voice tell the 
Deity how big he is and how much he knows 
and how good he is, how much better he is 
than men are, and how much condescension he 
manifests, to allow us to take his name in our 
lips, &e. 

I heard my friend Dogmaticus the other day, 
get into the pulpit to pray, and I will assure 
your, Mr. Editor, I highly esteem Dogmaticus, 
he has a fine voice, a rich imagination and an 
enviable flow of words, I say I heard him at- 
tempt to pray. He told God how extensive 
was the Divinity, how long Deity had existed 
end how long he would exist, how much wis- 
dom he displayed in arranging the universe 
and how much goodness in creating man, how 
much mercy in redeeming, &c. He then ren 
over the great points of theology and gave 
us a full body of Divinity, not quite as long as 
Gill’s nor quite so meta Sesion as Dr. Hok- 
kin’s ; but as unintelligible as either. When 


he had done “ what a prayer !” dozens exclaim- 
ed, while I for myself was obliged to reply, if 
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aman should have talked so tome in my house 
I would have kicked him out of doors. 

Mr. Editor, I am willing every man should 
pray. But I cannot submit to hear Deity so 
mocked and for my life of me when I have 
listened to one of these rants, I can only say 
ye have made-your heavehly Father appear a 
pretty clever fellow. 

I never pray myself, for I think God knows 
better what is for my good than I do myselt, 
and I have no doubt that he will give me all 
that will redound to my benefit. Others think 
diffevently. Let them pray, but let them be 
decent. if they have any thing to ask let them 
do it ine plain aud humble manner, with the 
consciousness they are in the presence of the 
Majesty of the Universe. SENEX. 


ON SLAVERY. 

Perhaps there is no subject on which the 
mind of mat: contemplates, with decper regret, 
or which it beholds with greater detestation 
than the enslaving of the human species.— 
Often have my ears been saluted with the 
groans of oppression, and my heart pained with 
the bitter reflection, that mankind are prone to 
tyranny and usurpation. Whilst one natiou 
exhibits th: strongest features of cruelty and 
an unfeeling disposition to tyrannize, by uuwar- 
ranted deprivation of bodily exercise and tem- 
poral wants, another manifests the same spirit 
by attempting to stifle investigation and check 
the progress of truth—destroying all happiness 
which arises from the free exercise of the 
mental faculties and the discovery of important 
truths. 

I have been led to reflect more particularly 
on this subject, by reason of the rereut disclo- 
sures exhibited in the late. attempts of aspiring 
bigots to prostrate our liberties, and consign 
them to the merciless shades of religious des- 
potism. In the discussion of this subject, two 
particulars deserve notice. First, does our 
government grant “ equal rights” to all? The 
affirmative must be the universal answer.— 
Secondly, ‘o the people of the United States 
enjoy these rights and privileges ? To which I 
answer in the negative, and offer the proof. 

Our constitution expressly declares that “ all 
men are created free. and equal,” which im- 
plies that equal rights should be secured to all, 
regardless of religious opinions, and that neith- 
er belief nor profession, but intrinsick worth 
and merit should be the only necessary quali- 
fications to raise men to elevated situations.— 
Now it is obvious that where profession and 
not principle, belief and not virtue, is made the 
test of 2 man’s character, the object of our 
constitution is defeated, the rights of the peo- 
ple violated, and the privileges of individuals 
proscribed. 

Dr. Ely would proscribe all who do not 

rofess to believe in the Deity of Jesus of 

azareth ; and Josiah Bissell, jr. all who do 








not believe (or profess to) that “ Sabbath- 
breaking is worse than murder ;” and some of 
our courts have rejected important witnesses 
because they either believed too much or not 
quite enoug!i—because they either disbelieved 
the eternity of hell-torments, or the omniscien- 
ey of the Devil, notwithstanding their moral 
characters were irreproachable. 

If this is not slavery, it must be its image ; 
for surely dictation, compulsion, and proscrip- 
tion, form no part of a freeman’s creed, and 
those who live under their influence, do and 
must suffer their cousequences. 

_ All| who have the least acquaintance with 
mankin', cannot but admi: tiat a majority of 
men have in ali ages been slaves—siaves to 
vicious habits or evil desires, to superstition or 
bigotry, to riches or pleasure, to priestly tyran- 
ny or relentless zeal. Who has not seen men, 
yes men in this boasted land of freedom, awed 
iato the most servile compliance, the most de- 
grading subjection, by the false glare of popu- 
larity, that empty echo of renown, based on 
ignorance and stupidity? Who is so blind as 
noi to perceive the effect the movements of 
the Orthodox are designed to have on commu- 
nity, by confining all business of profit to those 
of their belief ? What liberal Christian does 
not here feel the weight of oppression, and see 
the effect their theory has on their practice ? 
Who does not perceive that this is an unwar- 
ranted encroachment on the rights and con- 
sciencies of men? Is this consistent with the 
constitution of our land? with that gospel 
which enjoins us to love our enemies, and to 
do good unto all as we have opportunity, that 
we may “be perfect even as our Father in 
heaven is perfect ?” Oh that men would act 
agreeable to the dictates of reason, and the 
gospel of our Saviour, and would remember 
that love cannot be the offspring of hatred, nor 
morality of depravity, for “ every tree is known 
by its fruit.” 

That superstition subjects men to slavery, 
the history of past ages sufficiently proves.— 
Read the history of Nebuchadnezzar. He 
made an image and commanded that all should 
fall down and worship it, under the penalty of 
be ng cast into the fiery furnace. Now, did 
all worship ? yes, or professed to, save three. 
Were nut these men slaves to the violence and 
tyranny of their king? Compure this with 
the furnace of Orthodoxy, it is no more than s 
vapour. Compare Nebuchadnezzar with their 
God, and ask yourself which is the most love- 
ly. Orthodoxy has erected a fnrnace, imag- 
ined a character which she worships, far more 
despotick and cruel to execute an unsatisfied 
matignity on all who do not fall down and 
worship, at the shrine of her idolatry, the im- 
age of her infatuation. What proportion of 
mankind does not this embrace! How few but 
are slaves to fear. ‘ There is no fear in love, 
but perfect love casteth out fear, because fer: 
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hath torment. He that ‘feareth is not made | founded on fact ; and while he joyfully embra- 


We love him because he first 


perfect in love. 
C..H. 


loved us.”—1 John, iv. 18, 19. 
et ota 
REV. ABNER KNEELAND. 

The following is the letter of Mr. Kneeland, 
mentioned in our last, which we are willing to 
have speak for itself. And instead of reitera- 
ting the charge of Atheism or Materialism »- 
gainst Br. Kneeland, in face of his plain de- 
claratious, under his own hand, “as the man- 
ner of some is,” we shall content ourselves 
with believing them, and rejoicing that the 
charge is not true.-- R. Ing. 

From the N. Y. Gospel Herald. 

Mr. Epitor.—As you have published cer- 
tain resolutions in your last number, in which 
my name is used, and which, remaining un- 
contradicted, would be calculated to injure my 
public character, 1 wish to be perautted to 
communicate to the pudlic, through the same 
medium, the following statements of facts, viz: 

1, I have ever believed, since I arrived to 
years of discretion, and do now believe in the 
existence of ONE Supreme Intelligence—a be- 
ing of infinite wisdom, power and goodness ; 
and have never said, either publicly or private- 
ly, to my knowledge or belicf, any thing that 
even implied to the contrary: nor am I aware 
of having said any thing which could consist- 
ently be so construed. 

2. 1 have used the best arguments of which 
Tam capabie, after reading most, if not all the 


“best writers on the subject of the resurrection ; 


and, at the same time, candidly stating the ob- 
jections, or at least some of them, which might 
be, and even are, raised against it; and I have 
not been aware that the objections outweighed 
the arguments; but have ever supposed that 
the arguments preponderated in favor of the 
truth of the doctrine in question. But, if it is 
otherwise, it is not my fault; it must be be- 


cause either the facts are not true on which the | 


doctrine in question is built, or else they have 
become so obscure, through the lapse of time, 


3. As tothe “ authenticity of the Bible,” I 
candidly acknowledge that, with Dr. Lardner 
and others, some of the most learned men who 
have written on the subject, I doubt the au- 
thenticity of some books ; I admit the possibi- 
lity, and even probability, of interpolation in 
Others ; and hold that each and every individ- 
ual has an undoubted right to read, construe, 
and understand the Scriptures for himself ; and 
that their is no authority to call any one to an 
account for so doing. Hear both sides, and 
then judge. ABNER KNEELAND. 

New-York, March 2, 1829. 


As to the resurrection of Christ Mr. Kneeland also 





+ states in a communication to the ** Trumpet” 


That it “ must have been true” that the be- 
Jief of the primitive Christians therein, was 


| 





ces all the evidence of the resurrection, which 
is found in the New Testament, he thinks he 
sees still stronger evidence of it in the cireum- 
stance, that churches were formed professing 
this belief, immediately after the event is said 
to bave taken place. 





THE MISSISSIPPI VALLEY. 

That part of what is termed the Mississippi 
Valley, which lies within the limits of tue U. 
States, contains, says Mr. Darby, 1,099,000 
square niles. The great central valley of the 
U. States may be divided into five sections, 
the fourth one of which is the great plain of the 
Mississippi Valley, commencing at the foot of 
the Alleghany mountain, and extending west 
fifteen hundred miles, to the Sand Plain, and 
from the valley of the northern lakes to the 
mouth of the Ohio; a distance of six hundred 
isiles. The states of Ohio, Indiana, Mlinois, 
Missouri, Kentucky, parts of Pennsyivaniaj 
Virginia, Tennessee, Arkansas, and Michigan ; 
together with the region comprising the terri- 
tories lying west of the States, compose this 
valley. This plain is a secondary formation, 
resting on horizontal limestone rock, embed- 
ding large quantities of shells. It is rich in 
agricultural and mineral resources. Its bed, 
says the A. Q. Review, which is 1500 by 900 
tailes in extent would cover half of Europe.— 
Iron ore abounds generally. In Missouri there 
is a mass of this ore, forming a hill of 500 feet 
in height, and five miles in extent; whieh yields 
75 per cent iron. The lead mines of Missouri 
and [Ihinois would cover about 200 square miles, 
and are supposed to be the richest mines of that 
metal on the globe. Twelve million of pounds 
vere melted in 1828, and it is supposed they 
will furnish twenty millions during the present 
year. Salt water is found over the whole ex- 
tent of this region. Gypsum and saltpeter, to- 
gether with many of the clays and earths that 
are used in the arts are abundant. “ Here in- 


| deed will every rood support its man; for of 





be | such a region, without barrep heath, mountai 
that they cannot now be very well substantiated. | ws p RonEteED 


waste, or slope, and where all is fertile and 
healthful ; where no timber lands need be left 
for fuel; with mineral resources enough to 
stimulate all the arts, and contribute to all 
wants—who can say what is the limit of its 
future population ? Europe could seat all her 
nations comfortably upon this plain.” 


Rev. Mr. Edmands, Pastor of a Universalist 
Church in London, is at prestnt preaching to 
the society in Glasgow, (Scotland,) which has 
lately been deprived of its pastor, in the death 
of Rev. William Worral. 





Marriep—In Scipio, on the 18th instant, 
by Rev. O. A. Brownson, Mr, Joun Van Dev- 
sEN to Miss Betsey ANN ALWARD, both of 
Scipio. 
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resentatives of the State of Illinois —Cop- 
ied from th2 Illinois Republican. 
. . Tuurspay, Dec, 11th, 1828.—The bill for 
*€ An act for the prevention of vice and immo- 
ity,”” was Tead a second time, when Mr. 
Jones offered the following amendment to said 
bill, viz: “ That if any person, on the Sabbath 


or first day of the week, shall attempt to dis- | 


turb the peace or good order of any body of 
people, gathered together for the purpose of 


wareqees Almighty God, by offering to sell | 
ets or books, of any description what- | 


pamphlets or ' 
ever, or begging money, or avy other thing for 


the support of Missionary Societies, Bible So- 
cieties, or Sunday Schools, they shall be fined 
in any sum not more than fifteen dollars, nor 
less five dollars.” 

This Mr. Jones, for aught we see, has hit the 
nail on the head. He certainly has as good a 
right to ask for a law to protect his conscience 
as any body else,—and we cannot conceive how 
the legislature can withhold the same privilege 
from him, after they have assumed the princi- 
ple of grantiug protection to others. His con- 
science may be as much disturbed by the a- 
bove-named offences, as the consciences of our 
* pious ancestors” were, by the notes of the 
organ, and as those of our pious cotemporaries 
appear to be, by the rumbling of a mail coach. 
—Ed. Inq. 

A Main paper proposes the following : 

QUESTION. 

If the civil government have a right to com- 
pel people to rest on the christian Sabbatb, be- 
cause the divine Law requires them to do so, 
have they not an equal right to compel them 
to work the other six days, since this is as much 
made their duty by the same Law? 

Dr. Mitchel, has already decided this ques- 
tion in the affirmative. 


The minutes and proceedings of the Black River 
association of Universalists were not received in season 
for this number. The Amended Constitution is recei- 
ved, bat it is thought best to publish the whole togeth- 
ar. 


TheRev. L. S. Everett, former Editor of this pa- 
sper, was installed on the 4th inst. over the first Univer- 
salist Society and Church in Charlestown. Mass. May 
this connection be long and useful, abundantly blessed 
to both Pastor and Society. 


Portick Department. 


FOR T@E GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
Substance of a short discourse occasioned by a visit 











from a pioas gentleman of the orthodox cast, during 


my severe illaess. 

PRIEST. 
‘There seems yet a step between you and the grave, 
ave you faith in redemption which only can save, 
From the dangers awaiting the poor sinner there, 
¢Castout from all bliss into endless despair, 
In the kingdom of sorrows forever to dwell 
And swim in the lava of the nethermost hell ? 








GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Extract from the Journal of the House of Rep- ; 
| Most hard is the fate of our frail human race 
| If this kingdom be known in God’s plan of free grace, 


REPLY. 


If a kingdom of torments be ordain’d to, stand ; 

"hen God the Supreme should resign his command 
To worlds he has fashion’d and systems ordained, 
And the Saviour, you speak of, no more should be 

nam’d. 

PRIEST. 
There are evils in nature we’ve cause to deplore, 
Why may they not last after time is no more? 
O’er the storm-beaten landscape how cheerless the gale 
Where late flow’d the song of the sweet nightingale ! 
Where the myrtle and rose and the gay lily grew 
Emitting their sweets and their beauties to view, 
Pleasures of spring are from our latitude hurl’d 
The ravage of winter spreads over the world ; 
The Sun late in splendour gave birth to the morn 
And nature rejoic’d in the life-giving dawn. 
Bat now all is darkness and gone is the ray, 
And night treads the path of the quick flying daw. 
So man in vain glory aspires to arise 
And vie with the gun in his blaze thro’ the skies, 
But falls and death’s pillow is hard to his bead 
Without a known Saviour to soften his bed. 

REPLY. ; 

Mourn over the darkness of night as we may ° 
The sun will return and again bless the day, 
Though o’er the wide wastes of winter we sigh, 
The seasons, obeying their law from on high 
Through ages revolve to their change ever true, 
And ever the blessings of May wili renew. 
And is there no sun to dispell the drear gloom 
The night so depressive that hangs o’er the tomb ? 
From death’s cold embrace is there none that can save 
* And light up a smile” on the night of the grave ? 
Great Authour of Lite! Thou unknown sea of Love ! 
Thy wish is thy law thro’ the armies above ; 
What wisdom deyis’d, Love in joy bude it be 
And death’sjdarkest shades are su’missive to thee. 
Thine Almighty arm met with none to oppose 
When chaos gave way and creation arose- 
When systems o’er systems appeared at thy call 
Thine Omniscient mandate gave law to them all ; 
When worlds on thy fingers were balanced in air, 
Lo! varying millions rejoiced in thy care. 
O soon shal] thy love lead us all to rejoice, 
When priest-craft and errour ashamed of their voice, 
Agreements with hell and with death, thy rude foes ! 
By thee sent to darkness from which they arose— 
When orthodox tumu!ts and conflicts shail eease 
Whien discord shall smile at the whispers of peace, 
When death in destruction shall own thy ways just 
And all oppesition shall crumble to dust— 
Stars no longer weeping, with rapture will glow 
Nor man longer'turn pale at tidings ot woe 
When Christ the Saviour who lives tho’ he was dead, 
Shall light, love and life thro’ immensity shed— 
His face the dark realms of the grave will illame 
And light the glad smile“ on the night of the tomb.” 
The sorrow that o’er the frail sinner’s urn plays 

Will all be absorb’d in a flood of free grace ; 

Our Infinite Suy will give infinite light 

And space will be pleas’d with the absence of night— 
Then order ugain will pervade the vast whole 
And eternity’s wave will in happiness roll. 

JEWETT. 


ie The Gospe! Advocate and Impartial Investigator, 
is published every other Saturday, by U.F.Dous.eEpay, 
(to whom all letters and communications must be ad- 
dressed, post paid,) af $1 50 per annum, payable in 
advance, to be increased lo $2 00, if not pard witlein 
siz months. 
0. A. BROWNSON, EDITOR. 


Dousrepay & ALLEN, PRINTERS. 
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